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Galeazzi, president, and CEO of TIPA secured the
grant and is working to help with the grower
collaboration and access to organic export markets.

Organic Cost Share Program

Make plans to attend the first ever Organic
Growers Conference hosted by the Williamson
County Extension Office in Georgetown, Texas,
October 18-19. The cost is $50 (was $100!) per
participant. For more information or to register call
the Extension Office at (512) 943-3300 or you can
register online here:
https://tinyurl.com/3rduubn5
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We are excited to be working to expand
international export markets for Texas-grown
organic fruits and vegetables by collaborating with
producers and the produce industry.
Texas A&M AgriLife and the AgriLife Organic
program will lead the research on a new project to
assess export opportunities for Texas-grown organic
fruits and vegetables.
Luis Ribera, Ph.D., AgriLife Extension economist
and Landyn Young, Program Coordinator for the
Center for North American Studies will guide the
research on the “Export Market Analysis for
Selected Texas Organic Fruits and Vegetables”
project to be overseen by the Texas International
Produce Association, TIPA. As Extension Organic
Specialist I will be working with organic growers and
the industry as a whole to help identify the
opportunities available and the infrastructure needs
to facilitate exports.
This project is being funded by a grant from the
Agriculture Commodity Export Support, ACES,
program of the Texas Department of Agriculture.
ACES is a pilot program for Texas agricultural trade
organizations, cooperatives and commodity or
producer organizations wanting to engage in export
activities to expand the international market
presence of Texas agricultural commodities.
The Texas International Produce Association
(TIPA) is organizing this project and plays a vital role
in coordination with growers and exporters. Dante
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Helping expand global market for
Texas-grown organic produce

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has
announced that organic producers and handlers can
now apply for funds to assist with the cost of
receiving or maintaining organic certification.
Producers can be reimbursed for expenses made
between Oct. 1, 2021, and Sept. 30, 2022, including
application fees, inspection costs, fees related to
equivalency agreement and arrangement
requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user
fees, sales assessments, and postage.
Reimbursement is up to $500. You can sign up at
your local FSA office or even better TDA is going to
have an online signup. Check this website for
details. https://tinyurl.com/aznme3ry
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Cotton Varieties for Organic!

On the recent Organic Cotton and Peanut Tour in
Seminole, Dr. Jane Dever presented an outstanding
talk or "discussion" about developing cotton
varieties for organic producers. Dr. Dever is the
Cotton Breeder for Texas A&M AgriLife Research at
Lubbock, and we depend on her work for new
cotton varieties in this region. Dr. Dever talked
about the challenges for developing cotton without

Texas Organic Map

I get questions all the time about the numbers of
organic farmers and where they are located. So, I
put together this map that I use. It identifies the
number of organic farms in each county and you
can go to this link to check it out:
https://tinyurl.com/2htt5sb4
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Tuesday, October 18: 1:30pm – 5:30pm
• Introduction To the World of Organics - Bob
Whitney, Extension Organic Specialist
• Tour of Gabriel Valley Farm (Organic) - Cathy
Slaughter, Owner
Wednesday, October 19: 8:30am – 5:00pm
• Soils, Soil Microbiology, and Rhizosphere - Dr.
Betsy Pierson, Professor of Horticultural
Sciences, Texas A&M University
• Cover Crops - Bob Whitney
• All About Compost - Dr. Zong Liu, Assistant
Professor & Specialist, Texas A&M AgriLife
Extension
• Organic Crop Pest Control - More than Magic Dr. Holly Davis, Certis Bio
• Beneficials in Organics - Blaine Junfin,
Entomologist, Kunafin “The Insectary”
• Soil Testing for Nutrients & Health - Bob
Whitney
• Organic Program Is Not All That Hard - Brandi
Chandler, Texas Department of Agriculture
Also, USDA NRCS will be attending and on hand to
talk about their new organic initiatives and support!

genetically modified traits (GMO) since the South
Plains is home to the largest "cotton patch" in the
world. In order to prevent cross pollination, there
must be plenty of separation from cotton with and
without traits which can be hard to do. She
discussed how she is using the "okra leaf"
characteristic, which is dominate in cotton, to
distinguish non "GMO" cotton from GMO varieties.
The picture below shows you how different the okra
leaf characteristic is from normal cotton leaves. This
characteristic will help breeders, seed companies
and organic cotton growers know if a variety has
GMO traits - it won't have an Okra Shaped Leaf!!
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Growers Conference Agenda

AgriLifeOrganic.org
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

Peanut Varieties for Organic

We had a great turnout for the Organic
Cotton/Peanut Tour on September 1. In this picture
Dr. John Cason is standing in a peanut variety trial
at the Neil Froese organic peanut field just outside
Seminole. There was a visual difference between
the different cultivars and since they are being
grown under organic conditions, we will soon know
which yield the best and could be available to
growers soon.
Peanut growers face some real challenges when
they start growing peanut organically. Certainly,
weeds and weed control can top the list of
problems and being expensive. High on that list is
peanut seed germination and peanut stand
establishment. In a cooler, wetter spring it is not
unusual to see growers plant and replant 2-3 times
and with seed cost continuing to get higher the cost
per acre becomes prohibitive.
This past spring, we worked on this problem by
testing some seed and seed furrow treatments at
peanut planting. We had one seed treatment
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I have opportunities to talk to lots of groups
about organic agriculture and organic food. In the
presentations I talk about organic handler
certification and to be honest most folks have never
even thought about what an “organic handler” is or
does.
So, what does this mean in Texas? Currently, we
have 428 certifications issued to handler
operations. Of this total there are about 249
different companies that operate as handlers. What
I mean is that a company like HEB may have 20
stores with an organic handler certificate because
they cut up organic produce and sell it in packages.
Or Natural Grocers has 11 stores certified, all with
different addresses but the same corporate
company.
Of these 428 certifications in the hands of 249
companies, I have tried to put them into categories
to better understand what is going on with Texas
organics. If you look at the picture below you get a
fairly good idea of the breakdown. Within these
categories you have growers that also have a
handler certificate. For instance, several organic rice
growers also package their own rice and sell as
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Organic Handler, What Does That
Mean?

organic rice to consumers. One citrus grower,
South Tex Organics, also sells organic juices
through their Earth Born branded products.
Why is this important? Good question and
one I think is easily answered with the fact that
we have over 360 organic Texas growers and I
hope that these 428 Texas organic handlers are
buying Texas organic products to package and
sell in Texas. The more we see Texas organic
growers selling to Texas organic handlers who
package and then sell to Texas consumers, the
better it is for everybody in Texas!
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where the seed was soaked with the treatment and
then dried, and the rest were applied in-furrow at
plant. We did not plant this test in an organic field,
but it had been out of production for 4 years with
no chemicals or fertilizer used, so essentially an
organic field. We did compare these organic
treatments to a conventionally treated peanut seed
and a non-treated seed which served as our check.

simulate a West Texas April planting. Even though
it wasn’t ideal we saw a few differences that help us
to adjust for more testing. Looking at the results
there is no statistically significant difference in the
treatments, but trends indicate some differences
above the untreated check #7. Overall, we want to
improve both germination percentage and stand
establishment with organic product treatments.

Future
Organic
Research

Organic Transition Payments

Lastly, if this newsletter has gotten to you
somehow but has a wrong address or if you plan
on moving, please let me know. Also sign up on
the website for the monthly email newsletter!
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Just a note to organic growers that you have
been heard! There has been a good number of you
that have voiced a concern that there needs to be
some sort of organic transition payment. This would
help overcome the expense of growing a
conventionally priced crop in an organic transition
field. I am working with our Extension Ag
Economists and Public Policy experts to help make
sure this message is heard. Nothing happens
quickly in policy, but it does start when a concern is
voiced! Thanks for speaking up.
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Results: Planting date was May 20, 2022, into a
previously irrigated site and so moist seedbed. 0.75
inches rain fell on May 23 and plots were
sufficiently moist for good germination. Peanut
seed ‘crack’ was observed on May 26. Seed
germination counts were done on May 31 and no
further germination occurred in the plots. Plots
were 2 rows X 25’ with 100 seed planted per row or
4 seed per 1’ row. There were 4 replications of
plots, randomized. Ratings of growth were done on
June 3, 6, 9 and 13. Rating scale was 1 - 4 with 1
being best.
Summary: Peanuts have been planted on the
Stephenville Center for over 50 years and as a result
even fields that are rotated have been exposed to
multiple soil diseases. The field selected for this
trial had been out of peanuts for several years and
would be used for peanut seed increases in 2022.
This test was established to simply evaluate organic
seed/soil treatments at plant for any sign that they
might have an impact. This year has had strange
weather and because of that the test was planted
later than wanted because the air and soil
temperatures jumped significantly in May. It was
hoped to put these seeds into cold, wet soils to

Tests like this
are done simply
because this is a
grower problem
or issue. Growers
talk about this
problem and
know that it
affects the bottom
line. Our job in
Extension and
Research is to help find a solution. We are currently
working on organic projects with cover crops, seed
varieties, cotton defoliation, root rots in organic
transplants, seed treatments, weed control and
more. If you have an idea don’t hesitate to call or
drop a note.

