Schematic Diagram for Seedling Weed Identification in Rice
Characteristics of Grasses
Ligules

Absent

Membrane

Pickerelweed

Leaf lanceolate;
long petiole

Leaf ovate to
lanceolate;
long petiole

Roundleaf
mudplantain
Leaf round to reniform;
2-10 flowers/raceme

Leaf rounded needle shaped;
seedhead several stalkless
clusters with leaf-like bracts

Hairy

Common
arrowhead
Leaf - 3 lobes;
long petiole

Leaf reniform, longer than
wide, heart shaped leaf
base; single flower/raceme

Auricles

Bog bulrush

Aquatics

Absent

Ducksalad

Cotyledons absent or
parallel veins on leaves

Monocots
Grasses or
Sedges

Mid Veins

Inconspicuous

Characteristics of Sedges

Rhizomes present

Ligule pubescent (hairy), and yellow in appearance

Leaves 3-ranked

Characteristics of Broadleaves

Mid-vein prominent, off-center;
leaf surface glabrous

Green leaf 3-6 mm wide

Rice flatsedge

Tubers present

Leaf tip gradually tapering

Yellow nutsedge

Hollow stems
Solid stems

Weeds in rice

Ligule narrow
membrane, fringed
with hair

Mid-vein inconspicuous;
underside of leaf surface
pubescent (hairy) up to 4-leaf

Mid-vein prominent

Oblong

Ovate

Round

Parallel veins on leaves
Spatulate

Palmate

Linear

Leaf Types

Compound

Spikerush species

Alligatorweed

Ligule long membrane;
perennial, bunch grass

er
e

Waxy mannagrass

Leaf ovate/opposite;
leaf not serrated
False pimpernel

Broadleaf signalgrass

Amazon sprangletop

Mid-vein inconspicuous

No auricles

Leaves opposite; short petiole; seedling reddish and glabrous

Ocrea with fringe of 0.25 inch hair-like bristles (< 10)
Ocrea smooth

Leaf elliptic/alternate;
small green compact
seedhead
Gooseweed

Cotyledons spatulate

Leaf serrate with long petiole
Leaf remotely toothed without petiole

Cotyledons oblon; leaves pinnate and alternate

Large crabgrass
Indian toothcup
Purple ammannia
Ladysthumb

Pennsylvania smartweed
Cutleaf groundcherry

Stems and petioles coarsely pubescent (hairy)
Cotyledons orbicular

Leaf linear/opposite;
leaf serrated

Ocrea present

Red rice

Bearded sprangletop

Leaf and leaf margin pubescent (hairy)

Leaves highly serrated; stems smooth
Leaves net-like;
palm veins

Hedge hyssop

Fall panicum

Large clasping auricles

Marsh seedbox/Red ludwigia

Ocrea absent

Monocots
Leaf triangle to
round; tufted;
solitary spikelet

Simple

ar
tH

Spread from
seeds

Barnyardgrass

Leaves opposite, wrap stem at base; seedling reddish and glabrous
Cotyledons lanceolate

St

Winter weeds

Yellow flowers

Dicots/Broadleaves
Annual
broadleaves

Elliptic

White flowers

Cotyledons linear to lanceolate

In later growth stage
at rice planting,
may be heading

Junglerice

No purple bands on leaves; seedhead usually awned; more upright growth habit

Tubers absent

Leaf Shapes

Knotgrass

Creeping rivergrass (perennial barnyardgrass)

Ligules present

Spread vegetatively

Brook crowngrass (paspalum)

Often purple bands on leaves; seedhead usually awnless; low growth habit

Ligules absent

Perennial
broadleaves

Triangular stem

Water paspalum

Solid stem with pubescence (hair) at nodes

Ligule long membrane

Cotyledons present or
leaves with net-like veins

Southern watergrass

Solid stem without pubescence (hair) at nodes

Sedges

Emerge at or
after rice planting

Rice cutgrass

Ligule short membranous

Grasses
Rhizomes absent

Leaves short 0.75 to 1.2 inches (2-3 cm)
Hollow stem with prominent white midvein

Membranous ligule

Leaves 3-ranked;
triangular stem

Seedling weeds in rice

Prominent

Ligule long membranous

Leaf ovate with 7-9 veins
connected by straight cross
veins; grooved petiole

Annual
grasses

Clasping

Cotyledons present, thick
often fleshy; found under
flooded conditions

Leaf lanceolate;
grass-like

Leaves long slim 3 to 10 inches (8-26 cm); stiff
downward growing hair-like bristles on stem

Creeping
burhead

Spreading
dayflower

Perennial
grasses

Membrane
with hairy
fringe

Bulltongue
arrowhead
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Texasweed

Redweed
Eclipta

1st true leaf simple
1st true leaf compound pinnate

Hemp sesbania
Indian or rough (northern) jointvetch

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, William B. Richardson, Chancellor; Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, David J. Boethel, Vice Chancellor and Director; Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, Paul D. Coreil, Vice Chancellor and
Director. Pub. 3055 (5M) 01/08. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture. The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service provides equal
opportunities in programs and employment. Visit our Web site: www.lsuagcenter.com.

Barnyardgrass
(Echinochloa crus-galli)

Junglerice
(Echinochloa colona)

Broadleaf signalgrass
(Urochloa platyphylla)

Sprangletop
(Leptochloa spp.)

Fall panicum
(Panicum dichotomiflorum)

Red rice
(Oryza punctata)

Large crabgrass
(Digitaria sanguinalis)

Creeping rivergrass
(Echinochloa polystachya)

Knotgrass
(Paspalum distichum)

Brook crowngrass
(Paspalum acuminatum)

Water paspalum
(Paspalum hydrophilum)

Waxy mannagrass
(Glyceria declinata)

Rice cutgrass
(Leersia oryzoides)

Southern watergrass
(Luziola fluitans)

False pimpernel
(Lindernia spp.)

Texasweed
(Caperonia palustris)

Redweed
(Melochia corchorifolia)

Cutleaf groundcherry
(Physalis angulata)

Hemp sesbania
(Sesbania herbacea)

Indian/rough jointvetch
(Aeschynomene indica)

Eclipta
(Eclipta prostrata)

Marsh seedbox/Red ludwigia
(Ludwigia palustris)

Alligatorweed
(Alternanthera philoxeroides)

Indian toothcup
(Rotala indica)

Purple ammannia
(Ammannia coccinea)

Spreading dayflower
(Commelina diffusa)

Pennsylvania smartweed
(Polygonum pensylvanicum)

Ladysthumb
(Polygonum persicaria)

Ducksalad
(Heteranthera limosa)

Roundleaf mudplantain
(Heteranthera reniformis)

Pickerelweed
(Pontederia cordata)

Bulltongue arrowhead
(Sagittaria lancifolia)

Common arrowhead
(Sagittaria latifolia)

Hedge hyssop
(Gratiola spp.)

Gooseweed
(Sphenoclea zeylanica)
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Creeping burhead
(Echinodorus cordifolius)

Rice flatsedge
(Cyperus iria)

Yellow nutsedge
(Cyperus esculentus)

Spikerush
(Eleocharis spp.)

Bog bulrush
(Schoenoplectus mucronatus)

